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Name ______________________________ 

Class  ______________________________ 
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Favourite poems- we ALL have them. 

Let’s share! 

 
What is your teacher’s favourite poem? 

Let’s hear it! 
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 Fosters social and emotional growth 

 Builds a sense of community 

 Avenue for self expression 

 Among all cultures and languages. 
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Jabberwocky (hyperlinked to images)   (hyperlink to reading) 
BY LEWIS CARROLL ( H Y P ER LIN K T H R O U G H TH E  L OO K IN G G LAS S  AU D IO B O O K)  

’Twas brillig, and the slithy toves 

      Did gyre and gimble in the wabe: 

All mimsy were the borogoves, 

      And the mome raths outgrabe. 

 

“Beware the Jabberwock, my son! 

      The jaws that bite, the claws that catch! 

Beware the Jubjub bird, and shun 

      The frumious Bandersnatch!” 

 

He took his vorpal sword in hand; 

      Long time the manxome foe he sought— 

So rested he by the Tumtum tree 

      And stood awhile in thought. 

 

And, as in uffish thought he stood, 

      The Jabberwock, with eyes of flame, 

Came whiffling through the tulgey wood, 

      And burbled as it came! 

 

One, two! One, two! And through and through 

      The vorpal blade went snicker-snack! 

He left it dead, and with its head 

      He went galumphing back. 

 

“And hast thou slain the Jabberwock? 

      Come to my arms, my beamish boy! 

O frabjous day! Callooh! Callay!” 

      He chortled in his joy. 

 

’Twas brillig, and the slithy toves 

      Did gyre and gimble in the wabe: 

All mimsy were the borogoves, 

      And the mome raths outgrabe. 
 

Source: The Random House Book of Poetry for Children (1983)   Allegory (hidden meaning?) 

Amongst the nonsense of made up creatures, and unknown objects, there are strong feelings 
expressed in this poem. What are they? Discuss feelings of risk, danger, satisfaction and  friendship 
in the poem. 

Draw the Jabberwocky below: 

https://www.google.com/search?q=pictures+of+the+jabberwocky&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU901AU902&tbm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&fir=yVjHf1HAvkTgoM%252C_i06NC9Uuu9QoM%252C_&vet=1&usg=AI4_-kQqaRSjo8-IfEFAcDw2l3HJCDFcRQ&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj6-vnOsoPtAhXWbX0KHbbpC2IQ9QF6BAgCEEU&biw=1368&bih=770#imgrc=cCtMlgmqop6WiM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AK8MEPoxdmg
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/lewis-carroll
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p196cPz0WKM
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Cinquain Poem 
This five-line poem doesn't rhyme. This poem often describes a person or 
object. One variety of cinquain works like this: 

one noun 
two adjectives 
three "-ing" verbs 
one phrase 
another noun 

The first and last lines are different nouns for the same subject. The 
middle three lines describe this subject in a fun or interesting way. 

For example: 

School 
Special, safe 
Scintillating, laughing, playing 
My favourite place to be 
Tea Gardens. 
The formulaic nature of cinquains makes them easy to write. You can also 
play fun games with them. 
 
 
Cinquain game 
  
Once students write their own cinquains, share and write a few on the 
IWB, but leave the first and last lines empty. Students guess what the 
missing lines might be. 
 
 
Learning intention: to introduce and practise the use of the poetic technique of alliteration 
(repetition of the consonant sound at the beginning of multiple words). 
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________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________ 

Imagery- is the poetic device that results in pictures being built 

in your mind as you read poetry. The words come alive.  They are 

secret strings that hold our poems together.  

 

Read your poem and try and say it over and over till you remember 

it, building pictures, or images in your mind. Imagery is a poetic 

technique. Sometimes we use figurative language tools like simile 

and metaphor to build imagery in our writing.  

 

Learning Intention: To discuss and unpack figurative language tools 

Introduce hyperbole- world of the impossible (e.g. p15  I’m Angry)   
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Waltzing Matilda  link to youtube 

Poetry can be symbolic. 

https://www.pinterest.com.au/search/pins/?q=teaching%20assonance&rs=typed&term_meta%5b%5d=teaching%7Ctyped&term_meta%5b%5d=assonance%7Ctyped
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A  

B  

C  

D  

E Erin (noun) eating (verb) eggplant (adverbial) 

F Friends (noun) feeling (verb) fabulous (adverbial) 

G  

H  

I  

J  

K  

L Lorri (noun) loving (verb) lollies (adverbial) 

M  

N  

O  

P  

Q  

R  

S Sharon (noun) shooting (verb) sheep (adverbial) 

T  

U Up umbrellas up 

V  

W Walruses wallowing wetly 

X, Y, Z Xander   exiting           ;Yolande yelling        , zebras zooming 
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Assonance- repeating a vowel sound in nearby words         Animal Fair link 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kbcKvW-mjfA
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My name:  (Lorri)   (write your name ) (                                        ) 

Words that rhyme- (dorry, Florrie, quarry) (                                                          )                   

 

The Quartermaster’s Store 
 

There was (Lorri, Lorri) (replace with your name)  (                                 ) 

Taking (Florrie down the quarry)  (replace with the line you’ve written, 

change the verb) (                                                                                             ) 

In the store, in the store 

There was (Lorri, Lorri) 

Taking (Florrie down the quarry) 

In the Quartermaster’s Store 

 

Chorus: (all join in) 

My eyes are dim  

I cannot see 

I have not brought my specs with me 

I have not brought my specks with me! 

 

(Repeat this song around the sharing circle, students providing their name and 

rhyming action, so all students contribute. It is intended that the poem is sung 

in a lively way).  

 

 

 

Learning intention: To teach the poetic technique of assonance (repetition of vowel sound 

in a poem) 
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Quartersmasters Store link 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WYVtWVovCU0
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Alliteration and assonance are both used in poetry to provide rhythm. Rhythm (beat) is a 

poetic technique. The first syllable in Running Bear is stressed. This is an accent.  

Running Bear *(read aloud/ sing with percussion instruments) 

On the banks *(taa-tee-taa) 

Of the river 

Stood running Bear 

Young Indian Brave 

On the other  

Side of the river  

Stood his lovely  

Indian maid 

Little White Dove  

Was her name 

Such a lovely sight to see 

But their tribe warred with each other 

So their love could never be *(taa-taa-taa) 

Chorus: 

Running Bear 

Loved Little White dove 

With a love 

Big as the sky 

Running Bear 

Loved little White Dove 

With a love that couldn’t die *(taa-tee-taa-tee-taa)  

 

Learning Intention: to reinforce the poetic technique of rhythm/ accent. To revise assonance, 

alliteration.  
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Michael Rosen performs The Jumblies- by Edward Lear 

Learning Intention: to discuss nonsense poetry. To perform the poem in 2 parts. The narrator (teacher) and 

the chorus (whole class) modelling prosodic (fluent, accurate, rhyme and rhythm)  reading to class.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RB_5tGsvEBQ


15 
 

  

I Am ____________________ 

I am ______________________________________________ 

Really ____________________________________________ 

_____________               _____________          ________________ 

I’m so __________________________________________________ 

I’ll _____________________________________________________ 

I’ll _____________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

Learning Intention: To innovate on a poem to create a new one. To share feelings through poetry 
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Learning Intention: Formative assessment task to identify alliteration, assonance, rhythm, 

rhyme. To introduce “personification”, identify rhyming words, introduce “stanza”.  
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Learning Intention: To introduce students to poems with literary value (classical status) 

Link to CJ Dennis’ works by Libbie Hathorn (Australian poet)  

https://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/learning/libby-hathorn-presents-poets-australia-cj-dennis
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Source:  Roald Dahl Revolting Rhymes  

Poetry and drama 

To perform this poem/ play, we need: 

 Narrator 

 Child 

 Mum 

 Tummy monster 

Learning Intention: To perform with passion and enjoy poetry together. 
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Source: Talks with my skateboard by Libby Hathorn 

Learning Intention: To share feelings through poetry 

Poems are suggestive of feelings, thoughts, problems, ideas. Poems are good 

at expressing who we are and what we believe. How does Len feel at camp in 

Postcard Home? What happened to the homework? 
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 Read, read and re-read and read some more… 

 Ask lots of questions about meaning 

 Find secret strings (figurative devices) 

 Learn poems off by heart 

 Make a video of yourself and your friends reciting poetry 

 Innovate on poems you love (change them around) 

 Share favourite poems with people who are interested 

 Join or create a poetry club. Ask your librarian to help.  

 Find favourite poets.  

 Find all the poetry books that you can, read, share and enjoy them.   

 Write a poem like one you enjoy (appropriation) 

 Think about conversations that take you back to important moments in 

your life 

 Start with a picture “Freeze frame” to say something interesting without 

words. Let the picture talk to you. 

 Pick a person, animal, object and write down what it is saying/ thinking. 

 Play with dreams, fantasies, nonsense, write them down as they 

happen/ occur to you, like a video diary. 

 


